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promised to pursue nationa reconciliation when be-
ginning his second term in office. bhu

Bahrain (Shiite opposition)

Intensity: 2 Change: b Start: 1975
Conflict Parties: Bahraini Shia Muslims, Hezbollah Bahrain,
Islamic Front for the Liberation of Bahrain,
Sheikh Ali Salman, Sheikh Abdal Amir al-
Dschamri vs. government

national power

Conflict Item:

The conflict between the opposing Shiites and the Sun-
ni-dominated government over national power conti-
nues. Sheikh Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifawho had decla-
red himself king extended his rights by amending the
constitution on 2/14/02. These amendments weakened
the possibilities of the opposition gaining himself alar-
ger basis of national power. On May 21, censorship
was imposed on all opposing websites of the Bahraini
Shia Muslims (BSM) which caused strong protests.
These protests were supressed by police forces. Fur-
ther confrontations occured after human rights activist
Abdul Hadi a-Khawagja was arrested, accusing the
government of abuse of power. Over a thousand de-
monstrators were dispersed by the police. The Bahraini
Human Rights Center was closed. bhu

Egypt (Islamist groups)

Intensity: 2 Change: . Start: 1997

Conflict Parties: Muslim Brotherhood, Gaamat-al-Islamiya,
al-Waad, al-Jihad vs. government

Conflict Items: national power, ideology / system

The manifest conflict between the Egyptian govern-
ment and the Islamist groups Muslim Brotherhood,
Gaamat-al-1slamiya, al-Waad and al-Jihad remains un-
changed. In May, the police arrested 54 activists of the
Muslim Brotherhood in Alexandria and Kafr al-
Sheikh, as part of a continuing governmental crack-
down on the group including the prohibition of websi-
tes and the freezing of assets. They were charged for
transporting members to conflict areas like Irag,
Chechnya and Palestine to allegedly receive military
training. After nine daysin custody, Zuheiri, amember
of the Muslim Brotherhood, died. In June, a parlia-
mentary delegation visited the Torah prison where Zu-
heiri was held, and confirmed claims about torture and
the absence of assistance. In July, seven men were ar-
rested on suspicion of belonging to a banned Muslim
militant group. They alegedly belonged to al-Takfir

Wal-Higra, an offshoot of al-Jihad. nm
Iraqg - Iran

Intensity: 2 Change: . Start: 1969
Conflict Parties: Irag vs. Iran

Conflict Items: international power, ideology / system

Against the background of the fighting between Shiite
extremists and Iragi security forces as well as US-led
coalition troops [=> Iraq (al-Sadr group)] in April and
August, tensions between Iraq and Iran increased. In
August, Iragi Interim Minister of Defence Hasem Sha-
laan accused Iran of supplying the Shiite insurgents
with weapons and of infiltrating the country with ene-
mies of Irag. Furthermore, Iragi security forces arre-
sted more than 1,000 Iranian citizens throughout the
year who had been charged with spying and sabota-
ging. Iran's reaction to this situation was relatively
moderate. However, it ordered the Iragi ambassador to

hold talks on the recent anti-Iranian statements by Iragi

politicians. pi
Iraq - Kuwait

Intensity: 1 Change: ] Start: 1961
Conflict Parties: Irag vs. Kuwait

Conflict Items: territory, resources (oil), other (reparations)

There were no new disputes in the latent conflict bet-
ween Iraq and Kuwait about the claim of ownership of
oil fields on Kuwaiti territories. Kuwait initiated diplo-
matic relations to Irag on June 29, after the fall of the
Iragi regime, the arrest of former Iragi President
Saddam Hussein and the setting-up of a new interim
government. On July 26, Irag's Prime Minister ljad
Allawi visited Kuwait and several other Arabian coun-
triesin order to promote political relations. ho

Iraq (al-Sadr group)

Intensity: 4 Change: NEW Start: 2004
Conflict Parties: al-Sadr group vs. interim government
Conflict Item: ideology / system

After the April riots of the Shiite group of the radical
cleric Mogtada al-Sadr against the occupation forcesin
severa cities, bloody fights with security forces broke
out once again in and around Najaf after the handing
over of sovereignty [lraq (resistance forces - CPA,
IGC)]. Al-Sadr’'s am is to build up a fundamentalist
theocracy in Irag. On August 5, al-Sadr's Mehdi Army,
a several thousand men strong militia allegedly built
up for the protection of the sanctuaries in July 2003,
attacked a police station and thereby broke the ceasefi-
re agreed upon in June. As US troops intervened in
order to protect the city, 16 people were killed, inclu-
ding a US soldier. More than 50 people were injured.
The riots spread to Baghdad, Amara, Basra, Kut and
Nasiriya. With the authorization of interim Prime Mi-
nister ljad Alawi, US, British and Italian troops started
an offensive including airstrikes and heavy artillery
against the insurgents. Contrary to an agreement rea-
ched between the Iraqgi national conference and al-Sadr
on August 8, the latter did not disband his militia. The
heavy fighting continued for three weeks, causing
more than 500 casualties, until Grand Ayatollah Ali al-
Sistani was able to mediate a peace deal concerning
Najaf in the night of August 26. Sadr's followers and
the US troops started withdrawing from the city, lea
ving the protection of the sanctuaries to Iragi security
forces. Nevertheless, sporadic fighting has continued
elsewhere since then. Further negotiations have failed
so far due to the refusal of Sadr's followers to disarm
and due to their demand for the complete withdrawal
of US troops from the Baghdad suburb Sadr City. pj

Iraq (insurgents)

Intensity: 5 Change: NEW Start: 2004
Conflict Parties: insurgents vs. interim government
Conflict Items: national power, ideology / system

With the transfer of sovereignty from the US-led
Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) to the Iraqgi inte-
rim government on June 28, the latter was directly con-
fronted with a conflict with insurgents over power and
orientation of the political system. The interim govern-
ment was supported by the coalition forces of the pre-
vious war, which still conducted a significant influen-
ce. The conflict was carried out with the intensity of a
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war. Characteristic for this warfare were terrorist
attempts, missile attacks, shootings, kidnappings, and
murders committed by the predominantly Sunni rebels
on adaily basis, as well as several military operations
on the part of the interim government supported by the
US-led coalition forces. In early October, more than
2,000 Iragi and 1,000 to 3,000 US troops started an
offensive against Samarrain northern Iraq where up to
2,000 fighters were assumed to have built up a basis
for attacks throughout the country. About 125 insur-
gents were killed, 88 were arrested. In early Novem-
ber, interim Prime Minister |jad Alawi authorized Ope-
ration Morning Dawn against the Sunni resistance
stronghold of Falluja. Within one week of fighting, 22
US troops, five Iragi security forces and about 1,000
insurgents were killed. Since the beginning of the
major offensive, more than 1,400 others had been arre-
sted. At least 400 of them were released by the end of
November. While the fighting in Falluja abated, the
rebel activities spread to the north of the country. The
objective of providing stability for the upcoming elec-
tions scheduled for 1/30/05 could not be reached wit-
hin the envisaged period. pi

Iraq (resistance forces - CPA, IGC)

Intensity: 4 Change: ™ END Start: 1990
Conflict Parties: resistance forces vs. Provisional Coalition
Authority (CPA), Iragi Governing Council
i(r|1(t3e(r:r2a1ional power (disarmament), ideology
/ system, resources (oil)

The war in 2003 between US-led coalition troops and
Iraq has transformed due to the fall of the Iraqgi regime
and the installation of the US-led Coalition Provisional
Authority (CPA) in April 2003. The conflict was car-
ried out between various groups of resistance and the
de facto occupying forces with the intensity of a seve-
re crisis. The coalition forces have not succeeded in
finding weapons of mass destruction, which had been
declared the officia casus belli by the US. The recon-
struction and the establishment of a new political order
was obstructed by the ongoing violence. Whereas at
first the insurgents' attacks were mainly aimed at the
codlition troops, Iragis cooperating with them and
international humanitarian institutions were increasin-
gly targeted. Especialy the kidnapping of foreigners
working in Iraq increased, oftentimes resulting in the
murder of the hostage. The hostage takers usually de-
manded the withdrawal of troops but also aransom. In
the beginning, violent resistance was primarily con-
ducted by Sunni groups who had been privileged under
the former regime despite their demographic minority,
as well as by former security forces of the dissolved
Iragi army and police. Early in April, the situation also
escalated during Shiite demonstrations in Ngjaf initia-
ted by radical cleric Mogtada al-Sadr. The riots of his
Mehdi Army spread to other cities and continued until
the mediation of a ceasefire by Grand Ayatollah Ali al-
Sistani, the highest Shiite authority in Irag [=> Iraq (al-
Sadr group)]. On 6/28/04, the CPA handed over sover-
eignty to the appointed Iragi interim government, mar-
king the end of this conflict constellation [=> Iraq
(resistance forces)]. o]

Conflict Items:

Iran - USA

Intensity: 2 Change: . Start: 1979

Conflict Parties: USA vs. Iran

Conflict Items: international power (armament control), ide-
ology / system

The conflict between the US and Iran on its alleged
nuclear weapons programme continues. The diploma-
tic actions and the tone turned rougher. In January, the
head of the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) told Iran to continue cooperation over inspec-
tions of its nuclear industry or face serious consequen-
ces. After a short stop of inspections in March, Iran
allowed the resumption of inspections and declared to
intensify its co-operation with the IAEA inspectors. In
contrast, Iran announced that it would not end parts of
its nuclear programme in June. Due to the increasing
pressure, Iran also threatened to end cooperation with
the IAEA, France, Great Britain and Germany. At the
end of July, Iran restarted the building of centrifuges
which, according to the US, can be used to produce
uranium for military purposes. As a reaction, on Sep-
tember 2, US Secretary of State Colin Powell asked the
UN to impose sanctions on Iran. On September 16, the
US reached an agreement with France, Great Britain
and Germany on adraft UN resolution calling for Iran
to end its uranium enrichment programme. The text
said the IAEA was supposed to decide on November
25 whether to take further action against Iran. rd

Iran (People’s Mujahideen)

Intensity: 2 Change: . Start: 1965
Conflict Parties: People’s Mujahideen vs. government
Conflict Items: national power, ideology / system

The manifest conflict between the government and the
oppositional People's Mujahideen over national power
in Iran continues. The People's Mujahideen used to
operate from Iragi territory. Due to the USinvasion in
Irag, the People's Mujahideen, who fight for an autho-
ritarian socialism in Iran, no longer had the infrastruc-
ture to continue their fight against Iran in a coordina
ted way. In December 2003, the new Iragi government
announced to expel all members of the People's Muja-
hideen by the end of 2004. rd

Iran (reformists - conservatives)

Intensity: 2 Change: . Start: 1993
Conflict Parties: reformists, students vs. conservatives
Conflict Items: national power, ideology / system

The dispute between the conservative judicative
represented by Head of State, Ayatollah Sayed Ali
Khamenei, and the reformers around Head of
Government, Sayed Mohammed Khatami, remains a
manifest conflict. In its ruling on January 11, the
Guardian Council disgualified 3,600 of about 8,000
candidates for the parliamentary elections on February
20. 80 of the disqualified were representatives with a
seat in the current parliament. After an appeal of the
parliament and Khatami, the Guardian Council reinsta-
ted about a third of the candidates. Nonetheless, 114
representatives resigned their seats on February 2, asa
sign of discontent with the overall situation. On Feb-
ruary 3, Khamenei declared that el ections would not be
postponed. This resulted in student demonstrations
against the religious leaders one week later. The de-
monstrators also called for a boycott of the elections.
The conservatives won the election and now hold a
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two third majority of the 290 seats in parliament, whe-
reas the reformers were reduced to a number of less
than 50 seats. On July 31, Hashem Aghajari, a leading
Iranian dissident, was released from prison. In 2002,
Aghajari, had been sentenced to death after urging peo-
ple not to blindly follow their religious leaders. rd

Israel (Hezbollah)

Intensity: 3 Change: . Start: 1982
Conflict Parties: Hezbollah vs. Israel
Conflict Item: territory (Shebah farms)

The conflict on the level of acrisis between Israel and
the Hezbollah, the latter being financially and logisti-
cally supported by Syria and Iran, continues. There
were sporadic clashes between the Hezbollah and the
Israeli army along the Israeli-Lebanese border. The
disputed area known as the Shebah farms, was claimed
by the Hezbollah in favor of Lebanon. Israel kept the
disputed area under control as part of the occupied
Golan Heights. At the end of January, the bodies of 59
guerrillas - mainly from Hezbollah - were returned to
Lebanon by Israel. Hezbollah released an Israeli and
returned the bodies of three Israeli soldiers killed in
Lebanon. Germany had mediated in the three-year
long process. On March 22, Hezbollah fighters fired
rockets and mortar rounds on Israeli troops in the area
of the Shebah farms. At least one Isragli soldier was
killed in a three-day-clash along the border on May 7.
On June 20, Israeli aircrafts attacked an outpost used
by Hezbollah militants in southern Lebanon and from
which missiles had been shot at northern Israel. Two
Israeli soldiers and a Hezbollah fighter died in an ex-
change of fire across the Lebanese border on July 20.
A day earlier, a car bomb in Beirut had killed Hezbol -
Ilah member, Ghalib Awali. The Hezbollah accused Is-
rael of having killed Awali. At the beginning of Sep-
tember, Hezbollah rejected a UN resolution calling for
the dismantling of the organization. On November 7,
Hezbollah launched a reconnaissance drone over Is-
raeli territory for the first time. hi

Israel (Palestinian groups)

Intensity: 4 Change: . Start: 1948
Conflict Parties: Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO),
Palestinian Authority, Islamic Jihad,
Hezbollah, Hamas vs. | srael

secession, ideology / system, resources

Conflict Items:

The conflict between Israel and the Palestine Authority
over the establishment of a sovereign Palestine State
continues. In the center of this dispute are the assaults
of radical Palestine groups, like Hamas or al-Aqgsa, as
well as Israeli reprisals. Israeli troops regularly inva-
ded the occupied territories and fought against militant
Palestinians. During the offensive Rainbow, Israeli for-
ces killed 51 Palestinians, among them 12 civilians.
The army destroyed up to 120 houses. The US and the
UN criticized these measures and demanded the with-
drawal of troops. At the end of September, the Isragli
army launched its biggest offensive into Gaza, Ope-
ration Days of Penitence, since the outbreak of the se-
cond intifada. The aim wasto stop militantsfrom firing
Qassam-rockets at Israeli towns. About 137 Palesti-
nians and two Israeli soldiers were allegedly killed -
including 30 civilians. Up to 2,000 troops, backed by
200 tanks and armoured vehicles, took part in the 17-

day operation against the Jabaliya refugee camp and
the town of Beith Hanoun. At least 90 houses were de-
stroyed making up to 700 Palestinians homeless. The
second part of Israel's strategy was the ongoing liqui-
dation of leaders of militant organizations, especially
the Hamas. On March 22, Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, spiri-
tual head of the Hamas, and seven other people were
killed in an Israeli air strike. Tens of thousands of Pa-
lestinians demonstrated against this assassination. The
death of the Sheikh spread outrage particularly in the
Arab world, and was also condemned by the European
Union and the UN. On April 18, the Israeli army killed
the new head of Hamas, Abdel Aziz al-Rantissi, and
two of his bodyguards. Despite efforts by Egypt and
others to adopt UN Security Council resolutions con-
demning these acts, the US vetoed these attempts. The
militant Palestinians used terrorist attacks in order to
fight Israel and to hamper the peace process as before.
OnAugust 31, 16 people died in two suicide bombings
on Israeli buses in the city of Beersheba. Hamas clai-
med responsibility and regarded the attack as a reven-
ge for the killing of Sheikh Yassin in March.

The peace process that was installed by formulating a
roadmap to peace in 2003 had stalled so far. At the end
of December 2003, Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
introduced his alternative to the road map. It provided
for the withdrawal of al Israeli settlements and troops
out of Gaza. On August 18, Sharon authorized the con-
struction of 1,000 settler homes in the West Bank. By
separating Gaza and the West Bank from Israel and
from lsragli settlements, Sharon hoped to gain a better
security situation for Israel by stopping infiltrators. On
July 9, the International Court of Justice ruled that
Israel's West Bank barrier was illegal and that con-
struction of it should be stopped immediately. On July
21, the UN General Assembly demanded the dismant-
ling of the barrier. Israel rejected this and was suppor-
ted by the US. The Palestinians dismissed Sharon’s
disengagement plan fearing it might produce accom-
plished facts, especialy in the West Bank. After the
support of the plan by the US in April and controver-
sies within the Israeli cabinet, the parliament adopted
this plan on October 26.

The death of Yassir Arafat on November 11 is seen by
Israel and the US as a chance to revive the peace pro-
cess. Since the beginning of the conflict in 2000 until
mid-September, over 3,200 people have been killed.
About 2,780 of the victims were Palestinians. hi

Lebanon (religious groups)

Intensity: 3 Change: . Start: 1975
Conflict Parties: religious groups vs. government
Conflict Item: national power

The conflict in Lebanon over political power showed
new dynamics with regard to the issue of Syrian
influence on Lebanese policy. The sparking event for
the increasing public tensions was the proposition of a
three-year extension of President Emile Lahoud's term
of office, which was to end after six yearsin 2004. Sy-
ria exerted massive political pressure in favor of this
plan since Lahoud is said to be a strong representative
of Syrian interests. It was not only the Maronite
church, the most prominent opponent to Syrids in-
fluence, but also the Sunni Prime Minister Rafik Hariri
and three Druse ministers who opposed the unconstitu-
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tional extension. Furthermore, the US and France criti-
cized Syria's political and military domination of Le-
banon. On September 4 and on October 19, both coun-
tries adopted two UN Security Council resolutions
demanding Lebanon’s liberation from all foreign in-
fluence. As expected, Syria rejected these claims but
withdrew some further 3,000 of its estimated 20,000
troops present in Lebanon. Finally, the Lebanese Par-
liament agreed to extend the presidential term on Sep-
tember 4. As a consequence, the Druse ministersresig-
ned. Hariri declared himself not to be willing to take
part in forming a new government. On October 21,
Lahoud nominated Omar Karameh as the new Prime
Minister, who instantly formed a new government
which was exclusively made up of pro-Syrian mini-
sters. Meanwhile, unknown actors tried to assassinate
one of the former ministers who had resigned on Octo-
ber 2.

Tensions between single religious-political groups
caused an outbreak of violent clashes. In the largest
Palestinian refugee camp Ein al-Hilweh, assassins of
the Islamist group Osbat al-Anzar killed members of
the Palestinian organization Fatah on August 29. The
reason for this was, that Osbat a-Anzar accused the
Fatah of being responsible for killing the former leader
of the Osbat al-Anzar faction Osbat a-Nour. On
October 3, therival Shiite groups Amal and Hezbollah
clashed in southern Lebanon. es

Libya - USA, Great Britain

Intensity: 2 Change: . Start: 1964
Conflict Parties: Libyavs. USA, Great Britain

Conflict Item: international power (disarmament)

The conflict between Libya, Great Britain and the US
over arms control de-escalated since 12/19/03. Revolu-
tion Leader Muammar Gadhafi admitted that Libya
had been seeking weapons of mass destruction. Simul-
taneously, he announced the dismantling of such wea-
pons and alowed international arms controls. On
March 25, British Prime Minister Tony Blair visited
Gadhafi. On April 23, the US lifted parts of its sanc-
tions against Libya apart from some referring to terro-
rism. The US formally took up diplomatic relations
with Libyaon June 28. The US abolished the trade em-
bargo on Libya on September 20. On September 29,
Libya began with the disbursement of the compensa-
tions for the German victims of the 1986 bombing in
Berlin. On October 11, the European Union lifted
sanctions against Libya, including the weapons embar-
go. On the same day, Libyaarrested 17 members of the
al-Qaeda network. On October 28, Libya extradited a
terrorist to Algeria. sus

Mauritania (putschists)

Intensity: 2 Change: N Start: 2003
Conflict Parties: putschists vs. government

Conflict Item: national power

The circumstances of the 2003 coup d'état remain
unsolved. Mauritania's Government announced that it
had foiled two fresh coup attempts against President
Maaouiya Ould Taya in August and September. The
putschists allegedly planned to attack key positionsin
the country, like the airport and military headquarters.
A large number of arms were confiscated and several
military officerswere arrested. They were alleged to be

linked with the coup plotters of last year's uprising.
Apart from Islamic fundamentalists, the government
also accused Libya and Burkina Faso of being invol-
ved. They denied this. The arrested military officers
were reported to be followers of Saleh Ould Hanenna,
the alleged mastermind of last year's and this year’s
coup attempts. Hanenna was arrested by end of
September. sb

Morocco (Western Sahara)

Intensity: 2 Change: . Start: 1976
Conflict Parties: Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia el
Hamra and Rio de Oro (POLISARIO) vs.
government

secession

Conflict Item:

The conflict between the Popular Front for the
Liberation of Saguia el Hamra and Rio de Oro (POLI-
SARIO) and the Moroccan King over the Western
Sahara continues. The UN Secretary General’s Perso-
nal Envoy to Western Sahara, James Baker, resigned
on June 14, because of the continued rejection by Mo-
rocco to hold a UN organized referendum since 1991.
On June 22, the POLISARIO released 100 Moroccan
prisoners of war. As a consequence, Morocco authori-
zed relativesto visit the rebels. 800 people participated
in this program. Between September 3 and 13, the new
UN Envoy Alvaro de Soto was holding first informal
talks. After the decision of the UN Security Council on
October 28, the UN Mission for the Referendum in
Western Sahara (MINURSO) was prolonged up to
4/20/05. On November 9, Morocco invited the ruling
President of Zimbabwe, Robert Mugabe, to mediate.

gs

Saudi Arabia (Islamists)

Intensity: 3 Change: . Start: 1990
Conflict Parties: Islamists vs. government

Conflict Items: national power, ideology / system

The conflict between 1slamists and the Royal House in
Saudi Arabia remains on alevel of acrisis. The mili-
tant Islamists, who are alleged of being supported by
al-Qaeda, attacked Westerners and tried to destabilize
the regime, which many people see as corrupt and
unwilling to reform the country. The ongoing US pre-
sencein Iraq and in Saudi Arabiaitself further added to
the frustration of many Saudis. On June 12, al-Qaeda
militants killed an US citizen in the capital city of
Riyadh. Six days later, a US hostage was decapitated
in Riyadh. In June, King Fahd bin Abdul Aziz offered
terror suspects a limited amnesty, provided they sur-
rendered within a month. At the end, only a few
suspects turned themselves in to Saudi authorities. On
June 28, atop militant, Abdullah al-Rashud, was killed
with two others in a shoot-out. Three days later, the
Saudi police shot two militants in the capital. On
September 5, in the city of Buraida, seven suspected
militants were detained by Saudi security forces. Three
more died in afire fight. At the end of September, a
French was killed in Jeddah. On October 12, Saudi se-
curity forces killed three suspected militants in a gun
battle in Riyadh. More than 100 people were killed in
Saudi Arabia, many of them foreign civilians, in a se-
ries of attacks linked to al-Qaeda. hi
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Saudi Arabia (reformists)

Intensity: 2 Change: . Beginn: 2003
Conflict Parties: reformists vs. government

Conflict Item: national power

The conflict between the government and parts of the
Saudi Arabian people over political reforms remains
manifest, although no large protests are reported. In
mid-March, authorities arrested five reformist intellec-
tuals. On August 4, Saudi Arabia announced it would
hold its first nationwide elections starting in Novem-
ber. Thiswas seen as an important step for reforms that
had been demanded by the US. On August 23, a court
postponed a trial of three reformists due to protests.
These reformists are accused of issuing statements and
collecting signatures on petitions calling for change

and demanding political reforms. hi
Syria - Israel

Intensity: 2 Change: N Start: 1967
Conflict Parties: Syriavs. Israel

Conflict Item: territory

The disputed Golan Heights, occupied by Israel since
1967, are the issue at issue of the manifest conflict bet-
ween Israel and Syria. Israel regards the Heights as
strategically important for its security and underlines
its claim by building settlements in the disputed area.
Syriarejected this. It supported the approach Land-for-
Peace, but insisted on the return of al Syrian territory.
At the end of December 2003, Israel unveiled a60 Mil-
lion Dollar plan to build homes for thousands of new
settlers on the Golan. On January 11, Israeli Prime Mi-
nister Ariel Sharon announced that he would only resu-
me talks with Syria if it stopped supporting terrorism,
particularly the Hezbollah. One day later, Syria dis-
missed an Israeli proposal to invite Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad to Jerusalem for peace talks. Syria it-
self was under pressure by the US who accused it of
backing terrorism and threatened Syria with sanctions.
On February 2, Syriareiterated its offer for peace talks
with lIsrael. However, talks would not start from
scratch as demanded by Israel. On September 5, Syria
again stated that it was ready to resume talks with

Israel which was rejected by the latter. hi
Syria - USA

Intensity: 2 Change: . Start: 2003
Conflict Parties: USA vs. Syria

Conflict Item: international power (disarmament)

The conflict between the US and Syria over the latter's
alleged support for terrorist groups is still unresolved.
On 12/12/03, US President George W. Bush signed a
bill threatening Syria with economic and diplomatic
sanctions. The US demanded an end to the support of
terrorists, a pull out of Lebanon, as well as an end to
the acquisition and production of weapons of mass de-
struction and long-range ballistic missiles. Moreover it
wants to prevent terrorists and weapons from entering
Irag. Possible actions included an export ban and the
freezing of assets in the US. One day after Bush had
signed the bill, Syria called for talks between the two
governments. In January, Syria strongly denied allega-
tions that it had been harboring Iragi weapons of mass
destruction. On May 1, the US declared its willingness
to impose sanctions on Syria. On May 11, the USfinal-
ly clamped economic sanctions on Syria. Bush orderd

afreeze on certain Syrian assetsin the US and a halt to
al US exports apart from relief goods. Two days later,
al-Assad announced that he would not bow to the US
demand to expel Palestinian militants. On September
11, the US told Syria to leave Lebanon and to end its
interference in Lebanese internal affairs. hi

Turkey (Kurds)

Intensity: 3 Change: . Start: 1920
Conflict Parties: Kurds vs. government
Conflict Item: autonomy

Since June, the Kurdistan People's Congress (KON-
GRA-GEL), the successor organization of banned
Kurdish Workers Party (PKK), has intensified its vio-
lent acts against the Turkish State and announced the
end to afragile ceasefire. KONGRA-GEL 'saim wasto
force Ankara to start political negotiations but the
Turkish government refused such efforts. Altogether,
more than 100 Kurdish rebels and Turkish soldiers
died in fightings and assassinations. On the other side,
the European Union welcomed the release of Leyla
Zana, former Kurdish parliamentarian and human
rights activist who had been imprisoned for ten years.
Furthermore, Kurdish programs have been broadcasted
via official Turkish radio and television stations since
summer. Kurds were also alowed to attend Kurdish
language schools. Six Kurdish language schools were
licenced in Turkey in the beginning of October. aj

Yemen (Islamists)
Intensity: 4 Change: ? Start: 1994

Conflict Parties: Islamic Jihad, Army of Aden-Abyan, al-
Shabab al-Mu'men vs. government
Conflict Item: national power

The crisis in Yemen between the national government
and Islamic armed groups escalated to a severe crisis.
On June 18, Yemeni troops launched an offensive
against the al-Shabab a-Mu'men under Sheikh
Hussein Badr al-Deen a-Houthi in the northern pro-
vince of Saada. Al-Houthi, a former parliamentarian,
was accused of setting up unlicensed religious centers
creating an armed group and of staging violent anti-US
protests. Mediations failed in July and the clashes went
on until August 11, when the government announced
the end of the military operations. During the clashes,
the Yemeni army used heavy weapons. Despite the of-
ficial announcement, the major military offensive
against al-Houthi went on causing more and more ca-
sualties, including civilians. Due to the military supe-
riority of Yemeni troops, the estimated 3,000 armed
followers of a-Houthi adopted guerrilla tactics. On
September 9, the government announced the killing of
a-Houthi and the victory over the rebellion. Rough
estimations indicated that the number of casualties
exceeded 1,000, combatants as well as civilians.  rd
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