
















Westbank on the Palestinian side. This is international-
ly criticized. On October 21, the UN General
Assembly condemns the construction with 144 against
four votes, among the latter are the US and Israel. On
the diplomatic level, the US is able to mediate talks on
several occasions between Israel and Palestinians, but
both sides still fail in implementing the agreed measu-
res to de-escalate the conflict. In March, Yassir Arafat
fulfills one of the key demands of the US and Europe
concerning the democratization of the Palestinian lea-
dership by appointing Mahmud Abbas as the first
Palestinian Prime Minister. But Abbas is unable to pre-
vail against Arafat and his base of power. The bak-
kground for this inner-Palestinian conflict is the strug-
gle for control over the security apparatus, of whom
Arafat is in charge of, and that is frequently criticized
by Israel for their inefficient and inconsequent control
of militants. In a meeting between Israel's Premier
Ariel Sharon and Palestinian Prime Minister Abbas,
mediated by the USA, on June 4 in Jordan, Abbas
accepts the demand for the disarmament of terror
groups, while Sharon promises the stop of Jewish sett-
lements in the occupied territories. But the radical
organisations such as Hamas do not accept a ceasefire,
as long as Israel refuses to make further concessions to
the Palestinian side. As for now, both Israel and the
Palestinian Authority fail to implement the roadmap
for peace proposed by the USA. Israel refuses to make
further concessions while the security apparatus of
President Yassir Arafat lacks the will and/or the ability
to stop the militants. The Palestinian Premier Abbas
resigns from office on the September 6, after being
unable to resolve his quarrels with President Yassir
Arafat over the control of the security forces, therefo-
re throwing the Palestinian government into a severe
crisis. Though President Yassir Arafat designates a suc-
cessor, Ahmed Qurei, for the office of prime minister,
the crisis is not over, since a new power struggle
erupts. On November 12, Qurei introduces his new
cabinet, which is approved by the Palestinian
Parliament. Still, the control over the security forces
belongs to a minister close to President Arafat.
Meanwhile, Israel supports the expulsion of Yassir
Arafat, since he seems unwilling to stop militant
attacks on Israeli targets. The USA veto a resolution in
the UN Security Council drafted by Arab states,
demanding that the integrity of President Yassir Arafat
must not be endangered by Israel. The Israeli army
even suggests the liquidation of the Palestinian presi-
dent. Since its outbreak, the second Intifada has clai-
med about 2,600 Palestinian and over 900 Israeli fata-
lities. On November 27, the USA, displeased by
Israel's settlement policy and by the construction of the
security fence, cut a loan of nine billion US Dollars by
290 million. hl

Lebanon (religious groups)
Intensity: 3 Change: ! Start: 1975
Conflict Parties: Religious Groups vs. government
Conflict Item: national power

In 2003, the intensity of the conflict about the power
situation within Lebanon remains unchanged. The
Lebanese government-critics mainly disagree with the
Syrian influence in Lebanon's policy. The Syrian
government continues the withdrawal of troops started

one year earlier, by ordering the retreat of approx.
4,000 soldiers in February and another 1,000 in July.
Yet it maintains its political pressure. On April 15, the
Lebanese parliament re-instates the Lebanese Prime
Minister, Rafik Hariri, one day after his resignation -
but having additional pro-Syrian ministers in his ranks.
In this year, the Maronite Church, like other Christian
opposition groups demanding real independence from
Syria, refrain from protests this year. The battle of
Islamists against the Lebanese government continues
however. On June 15, the group Ansar Allah launches
a missile attack against a broadcasting station owned
by the prime minister. es

Libya - USA, UK
Intensity: 2 Change: ! Start: 1986
Conflict Parties: Lybia vs. USA, Great Britain
Conflict Item: international power (compensation, disarma-

ment)

The parties which are involved in the conflict about the
political responsibility for the Lockerbie-attack in
1988, namely Libya on the one hand and the USA and
the UK on the other, make clear progress in 2003.
Libya declares its intention to take responsibility in
April. Each of the 270 families who lost a relative are
to receive US-Dollars 10 million as compensation. In
August, Libya formally takes responsability before the
UN, which is an essential condition to lift the sanctions
that were imposed on Libya in 1986. Libya starts trans-
fering the first installments the same month. The UK
demands the lifting of the sanctions by the UN securi-
ty-council in August as well. France files an objection
due to its own demands because of another attack
which delays a decision. The UN security-council lifts
the sanctions in the beginning of September and Libya
pays the last compensation. Only the USA demand
substantial changes in the regime. They refer to Libya's
bad implementation of human rights and accuse Libya
of striving for weapons of mass destruction. sb

Morocco (Western Sahara)
Intensity: 2 Change: ! Start: 1976
Conflict Parties: Frente POLISARIO vs. government
Conflict Item: secession

The conflict between Morocco and the Saharouan
Liberation Front (Frente POLISARIO) over the politi-
cal territorial status of the Western Sahara remains
manifest. The disputed issue remains the holding of a
referendum agreed upon by the parties during the cea-
sefire brokered by the UN in 1991. In January, the
POLISARIO sets free 100 Moroccan prisoners of war.
After a failed mediation attempt by the special repre-
sentative of the UN Secretary General, James Baker, in
February, the POLISARIO surprisingly agrees upon
the initiative in July. The resolution draft determines
that the disputed area will be a semi-autonomous pro-
vince of Morocco for a transitional period of 4 to 5
years. After this period, the referendum which has been
aspired since 1991 is to determine whether the Western
Sahara will be independent, remain an autonomous
province or be part of Morocco. Given the pressure
exerted by France and the US in the Security Council,
the initial proposal is modified to the effect that
Morocco has the right to object during the whole cour-
se of the transition period.
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Saudi Arabia (Islamists)
Intensity: 3 Change: " Start: 1990
Conflict Parties: Islamists vs. government
Conflict Items: national power, system

The deployment of US troops in Saudi Arabia follo-
wing the first Gulf War of 1991 has led to tensions
between Islamist radicals and the Saudi royal house,
which have escalated to a crisis this year under review.
The Islamist radicals try to destabilize the Saudi
government, that is seen by many people as a corrupt
regime. Furthermore, the relations between Saudi
Arabia and the USA are to be disrupted and a continu-
ing "Westernization" of the country is to be prevented.
In November 1995 already, there had been a bomb
assault on a US facility in the Saudi capital Riyadh, in
which six Americans died. Due to the fact that the
majority of the terrorists of September 11 2001 came
from Saudi Arabia, the USA exert more pressure on the
gulf state to fight the Islamist radical elements in its
society. The US-led gulf war of 2003 against Iraq rai-
ses further tensions in the Saudi kingdom, in which
5,000 US military personnel are still stationed. On
April 29, the US government decides to withdraw its
troops from Saudi Arabia, where yet another 30,000
US-civilians work and live. On May 13, Islamist radi-
cals detonate a bomb outside a compound of foreign
workers in the capital with supposed help from al-
Qaeda, and kill 29 people. Last but not least, due to the
pressure of the USA, the Saudi government intensifies
its struggle against the Islamist terrorists. On July 28,
Saudi security forces kill eight alledged terrorists, who
are suspected of preparing another attack. On
November 8, terrorists commit another bomb assault in
Riyadh, leaving 17 dead people. This increases the
danger of political destabilization of the Saudi govern-
ment by Islamist radicals. hl

Saudi Arabia (Reformists)
Intensity: 2 Change: NEW Beginn: Start
Conflict Parties: Reformists vs. government
Conflict Item: national power

Persisting economic problems and criticism of the
authoritarian governing system lead to a manifest con-
flict over political reforms on the part of fractions of
the people, especially the intellectual elite. Among the
most important demands are the freedom of assembly
and the freedom of press. On the September 14, after
an appeal by the London-based Movement for Islamic
Reform in Arabia (MIRA), hundreds of people peace-
fully demonstrate for political reforms in the capital.
About 150 of them are arrested for taking part in an
illegal gathering and are taken to court. On October 13,
the Saudi government announces elections for the
local councils within one year. On November 1, up to
500 people gather in Riyadh to demonstrate for politi-
cal reforms and the release of political prisoners. hl

Syria - Israel
Intensity: 3 Change: " Start: 1967
Conflict Parties: Syria vs. Israel
Conflict Item: territory 

The conflict between Syria and Israel further remains
unresolved. Main point at issue are the Golan-heights
occupied by Israel since 1967. The US attempt to rein-

stall negotiations between both sides fails due to the
different positions of both states. While Syria insists to
continue negotiations on the basis of UN resolutions
and agreements reached between both sides in the dis-
cussions broken off in the year 2000, Israel rejects any
preconditions.  In August, Israel bombards a training
camp of the Islamic Jihad on Syrian territory, which
causes violent protest on the part of the Syrians.
Although Israel justifies this attack with its right of
self-defence and at the same time stresses that this
attack was not directed against Syria, the clay between
both states is intensified. Syria announces that if Israel
strikes again it will retaliate.

mad

Syria - USA
Intensity: 2 Change: NEW Start: 2003
Conflict Parties: USA vs. Syria
Conflict Item: international power (disarmament)

The relations between the United States and Syria
increasingly deteriorate in the course of the year. The
American President, George W. Bush, accuses Syria of
supporting terrorist groups still during the war against
Iraq. Furthermore, on April 15, the United States alled-
ge that Syria hides members of the fallen Iraqi regime
and that it possesses chemical weapons.  At the same
time, the American President threatens Syria with
diplomatic and economic sanctions, if Damascus con-
tinues to support terrorist groups and to harbour mem-
bers of the fallen Iraqi regime. There is an easing of
tensions when secretary of state, Colin Powell, visits
Damascus on May 3 for discussions with the Syrian
president Baschar al-Assad. However, the discussions
are terminated without result. On November 12, the
American congress imposes the threatened sanctions
against Syria, since Syria fails to meet US demands.
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Turkey (Kurds)
Intensity: 3 Change: " Start: 1920
Conflict Parties: Kurds vs. government
Conflict Item: autonomy

There is no progress towards a resolution of the con-
flict between Turkey and the Congress for Freedom
and Democracy in Kurdistan (Kadek, formerly
Kurdish worker's party) overautonomy rights for the
Kurdish minority in Turkey in this year also. On March
13, the Turkish constitutional court forbids the coun-
try's largest pro-Kurdish party, the Democratic
People's Party (Hadep), because of alledged links to
rebel-groups. At the same time, the court forbids 46
members of the party to agitate politically for the dura-
tion of five years. The European Union criticises this
decision. According to the Turkish army, on May 31,
Kurdish rebels attack an army post; one soldier dies in
this incident.  This is the first attack since 1999, when
the Kurdish worker's party had proclaimed a one-sided
armistice. On July 31, the Turkish parliament passes an
amnesty law, which guarantees all Kurdish worker's
party /Kadek - members, who did not participate in
fighting against the Turkish state, exemption from
punishment. Different Kurdish groups, however, reject
this law and demand a general amnesty. In September,
the arrested chairman of the Kadek, Abdullah Ocalan,
proclaims the end of the one sided armistice. He justi-
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fies this decision with the fact that Turkey did not meet
with Kadek's demands. On September 22 Turkey
arrests the former chairman of the pro-Kurdish party
Dehap, Tuncer Bakirhan, because he attends a pro-
Kurdish festival in Gelsenkirchen, Germany. Tuncer
Bakirhan is released the next day. The transformation
of Abdullah Ocalan's death sentence into life impri-
sonment, which was decided on October 3 by the
Turkish state security court causes a slide decrease of
tensions between both sides. The decision's intention is
to meet with the criteria for joining the European
Union. mad

Yemen (Islamists)
Intensity: 3 Change: " Start: 1994
Conflict Parties: Islamists vs. government
Conflict Item: national power

The intensity of the conflict between the Yemeni
government and the Islamist Jihad about the claim to
power increases in this year. On December 28 2002, a
member of the Islamist Jihad murders the deputy chair-
man of the Socialist Party of Yemen (YSP), Jarallah
Omar. He had supported an alliance between the YSP
and the Reform Party, what would have entailed an
attenuation of the Reform Party's radical-Islamist
wing. In June and July, the government intensifies its
actions against the Islamists, who predominantly hide
themselves in the mountainous South of the country.
The army attacks a common hiding place of the
Islamic Jihad and the army of Aden-Abyan in the
South on June 25. At least 10 people die during the
battle, in which gunships, tanks and heavy artillery are
involved.  On July 1, the police arrests four suspects in
the South of the country, who surrender only after a
firefight. Three further suspects die during the shoo-
ting. mad
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Databank KOSIMO 2.0
HIIK, in its databank Kosimo, records information on political con�icts between 1945 and today. Since 2003, it works
with a relational datenbank system, completely reconsidering, updating, and extending the dataset of Kosimo 1.3. At
present, Kosimo 2.0 includes information on far more than 500 con�icts with over 2,500 phases. By the systematic
recording of single con�ict measures, the new conception enables the detailed description of the con�ict development
in violent and non-violent phases. In addition, the databank includes extensive information on the structure of state and
non-state actors, that are recorded per year..

Imprint

Editor:

HIIK - HEIDELBERG INSTITUTE ON INTERNATIONAL CONFLICT RESEARCH
at the Department of Political Science, University of Heidelberg, Marstallstrasse 6, D- 69117 Heidelberg

Authors (Heads of regional groups in italic):

Europe: Stephanie Lerche (sl), Benjamin Gondro (bg), Ariane Hellinger (ah), Ingolf Klein (ik), Sophie Kraume (sk), Velina
Rudarska (vl), Kai Stenull (ks), Matthias Trefs (mt), Katja Wezel (kw), Florian Winckler (fw)

Africa: Christian Baukhage (cb), Peer Böhrnsen (pb), Philipp Dierauer (pd), Stephanie Lerche (sl), Heidrun Lotta Mayer (hlm),
Gerrit Schlomach (gs), Katharina Schöneborn (kat), Rüdiger Schwarz (rs)

Americas: Nicolas Schwank (nis), Johannes Heckmann (jh), Daniela Kohnen (dk), Fritz Schirrmeister (fs),
Miguel Zamorano (mz)

Asia: Christoph Trinn (ct) , Christopher Altgeld (ca), Julienne Ernst (je), Yolanda Fernandez (yf), Tina Hennecken (th), Anja
Kluge (ak), Sarah Lüdecke (sl), Malte Pehl (mp), Alexander Roth (asr), Carla Scherhag (cs), Nicolas Schwank (nis) 

Middle East and Maghreb: Pamela Jawad (pj) , Sebastian Bühner (sb), Klaus Eckert (ke), Hendrick Lehmann (hl), Leila
Mousa (lm), Imad Mustafa (mad), Eric Sangar (es), Florian Winckler (fw)

Editorial: 
Christian Baukhage, Peer Böhrnsen, Pamela Jawad, Katharina Schöneborn, Christoph Trinn

Diagrams:
Angel Jimenez

Layout:
Veronika C. Haas

Conceptualization and Management of Publication:
Pamela Jawad, Nicolas Schwank

sponsored by

powered by

�nanced by

More information via www.hiik.de



www.KONFLIKTBAROMETER.de
ISSN 1616-931X EUR 10.00

HEIDELBERG INSTITUTE ON
INTERNATIONAL CONFLICT RESEARCH

at the Department of Political Science, University of Heidelberg

Marstallstrasse 6
D- 69117 Heidelberg
E-Mail: info@hiik.de

Phone: +49(0)6221 - 54 31 98
Fax.: +49(0)6221 - 54 28 96


